
Watershed CSI CLUE SEARCH 
Try to find them all!  Note their characteristics! 

 

Water Color 
 

 

Fish in Water 
 

Bugs in/near Water Is the water 
moving?  Quickly? 

 

Plants in Water 
 

Water Clarity (Is the 
water clear?  

cloudy?) 

Plants on water’s 
edge 

Garbage or 
pollution present? 

Where is the water 
coming from? 

Where is the water 
flowing to? 

 
Shoreline –  covered 
with plants? grass?  
rocks?  bare soil? 

 
 

Does the waterbody 
look wild?  Or 

groomed? 

 

Slopes – are they 
steep?  Flat? 

Pavement in the 
area?  Gravel?  

Other human-made 
surfaces? 

 

How is the land 
being used? 

Forest, wetland or 
meadow around? 

 

Birds in the area 

 

Animal tracks Food Sources – 
leaf litter, acorns, 

seeds 

 

Shade – Do trees 
or shrubs shade 
the waterbody? 

Pipes into the 
waterbody? 

Can fish get to the 
waterbody and live 

there? 

 

Size of waterbody 
(compare it to 

something) 

Animal habitat 

 

Is it a wetland?  
Lake?  Creek? 
Pond?  River? 

 


